Joint Statement from U.S. Senator Tom Harkin,
Representative Eliot Engel and the Chocolate/Cocoa Industry
on Efforts to Address the Worst Forms of Child Labor in
Cocoa Growing

Protocol Work Continues

WASHINGTON,DC, USA(July 1, 2005)- U.S. Senator TomHarkin(D4A), U.S. Representative Eliot Engel
(DNY)andthe global chocolate/cocoaindustry todayissueda joint statementon effortsto addressthe
worstformsof child laborandforcedlaborin the WestAfricancocoasector.

Protocol Establishes Frameworkfor Progress

In September2001, chocolateand cocoaindustry representativessignedan agreement, developedin
partnershipwith Senator Harkinand Representative Engel, to eliminatethe worstformsof child laborin the
growingof cocoabeansandtheir derivative productsfrom\West Africa.

Theagreement,knownas the "HarkinfEngel Protocol,"laid out a series of date-specific actions, including
the developmentof credible, mutually acceptable, voluntary, industrywide standardsof public certification
by July 1, 2005-- to give a publicaccountingof labor practicesin cocoafarming

The HarkinEngel Protocol markedan importantfirst - an entire industry, includingcompaniesfromthe
United States, Europeand the United Kingdom,taking responsibility for addressingthe worstformsof child
laborandforcedlaborin its supplychain. Today, the Protocolstandsas a frameworkfor progress,
bringingtogetherindustry, West Africangovernments, organizedlabor, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs),farmergroupsand expertsin a concertedeffort to eliminatethe worstformsof child laborand
forcedlaborfromthe growing, processingand supply chainof cocoain West Africa.

Sincethe Harkin£ngel Protocolwas signed, some positive steps have beentakento addressthe worst
formsof child laborin cocoagrowing. Theseincludethe creationof the International Cocoalnitiative
foundation, whichis nowbeginningto form partnershipswith NGOsto provide social protectionprograms
in WestAfrica. Also,smallpilot projectshave beeninitiated, whichwill be assessedand usedto developa
child labor monitoringsystem. Whilethe July 1, 2005deadlinewill not be fully met, industryhas assured
Sen.Harkinand Rep. Engelthatit is fully committedto achievinga certification system,whichcan be
expandedacrossthe cocoagrowingareasof West Africaand will cover 50%o0f the cocoagrowingareas
of Coted’lvoireand Ghanawithinthreeyears.

“The Harkin£ngel Protocol establisheda frameworkto improvethe livingand working conditionsfor

familiesand childrenwho are growing, harvesting, and exporting the cocoawe enjoy herein Ametica,”

Sen. Harkinsaid. “l amdisappointedthat the July 1 deadline establishedin the Protocolwas not fully met.
But| am pleasedthat they have committedto redoubletheir effortsto createa certificationsystemand



eliminatethe worstformsof child laborand forcedlaborin the cocoafields and throughoutthe supply
chain. Thefarmersand childrenin the cocoagrowingcountriesdeservenoless.”

“After meetingwith the cocoaindustry, | am comfortablethat the industryis committedto movingforward
eventhoughl amdisappointedthat the original deadlinewas not fully met,” Rep. Engelsaid. “l am
committedto workingwith them, becauseonly with the cooperationof the chocolateindustry will we end
the worstformsof childlaborandforcedlaborin Ghanaandthe Cote D'lvoire. | amassuredthat progress
will be madeand deadlineswill be met.”

Commentingon effortsto date andthe road ahead, Lynn Bragg, President, Chocolate Manufacturers
Association(CMA),and David Zimmer, Secretary General of Associationof the Chocolate, Biscuit &
ConfectioneryIndustriesof the EU (CAOBISCO),jointly said

“Theleadershipof Senator Harkinand Representative Engel gave us an historic opportunity- whenthe
Protocolwas signed- to bring aboutmeaningful, positive change. Today, we remaincommittedto the
Protocolandto a supply chainfree of the worstformsof child labor and forcedlabor.”

“Whilewe would like to be furtheralongthanwe are in this effort, the buildingblocksare in placetodayfor
the developmentof a certificationsystemwhich can be expandedacrossthe cocoagrowingareasof West
Africa, and for programsto improvethe well-beingof farmfamilies. The HarkinEngel Protocol will
continueas the frameworkfor these effortsto get the job done.”

Next Steps

Goingforward, the chocolateand cocoaindustryis dedicatingmorethan $5 millionannually to supportthe
full implementationof the certification systemfor cocoafarminglabor practices, andfor programsto
improvethe wellbeing of the morethan 1.5 millionfarmfamiliesgrowingcocoain West Africa, including
effortsto eliminatethe worstformsof child laborand forcedlabor. Specifically, industry effortsinclude:

* Rolloutof the certificationsystem-- includingmonitoring, data analysis, reportingand activitiesto
addressthe worstformsof child labor-- as aggressivelyas possiblein Cote d'lvoireand Ghana,
witha goal of covering 50 percentof the two countries' cocoajproducingareasby July 2008. This
is a milestoneon the way towardsthe ultimate goal of 100 percentcoveragein the two countries.

»  Supportfor programsto improveconditionsin WestAfricancocoafarmingcommunities,andto
addressthe worstformsof child laborand forcedlabor at the communitylevel, throughthe
International Cocoalnitiative (ICl) foundation, the World CocoaFoundation (WCF)and the
Initiative for African CocoaCommunities(IACC). Theseprogramsinclude,amongothers, recently
announcedsupportfor expansionof WinrockInternational's educationeffortsin Cote d'lvoireand
for an International Foundationfor Education& Self-Help (IFESH)teachertrainingprogramthat
will benefitapproximately 40,000 childrenannuallyin Ghanaand Coted'Ivoire.

“Fouryearsago, | embarkedon this historic effort with Sen. Harkinand the world's cocoaindustry to
combatthe worstformsof child laborin cocoafields,” Rep. Engelsaid. “Someprogresshasbeenmade,



butit is myferventhopethatin four moreyears Senator Harkinand | will be able to standwith the industry
with pride as we see vastlyimprovedconditionson cocoafarmsin West Africa.”

“Theindustryfunded child labor oversightorganization—the Cocoa Verification \WWorking Group—trecently
publisheda discouragingreporton the chocolateindustry’sprogressto eliminatethe worstformsof child
laborandforcedlaborfromthe cocoafields. The reportmadeseveralrecommendations,and | hopethat
industrywill take these recommendationsseriously as we moveforwardin the Protocol process,”said Sen.
Harkin. “Toensureaccountability, positive momentumand transparency, we have agreedto establishan
independentoversightentity to monitor the furtherimplementationof the HarkinEngel protocol.”
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